
Welcome to A Level History - Unit 1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 

                             

SET FOR LEARNING: Meet the Tudors!  

 

• Correct your answers with a green pen 

 

 

 

                                  

   
                      
        

   
                     
                 

                       
                       
                       
                          

            
                 
             
         

                       
                      
                          
                        

              
             
             
            

                      
             

                            
     

                       
     

                    
                          
             

                       
                      
       

            
             
            
             
              



Welcome to A Level History - Unit 1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603            

 
In this study you will consider breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence 

in this period through the following key questions: 

Key Themes of Unit 1C - England, 1485–1603 
 

 

•            v                               

develop the powers of the monarchy? 

 
• To what extent and why was power 

more widely shared during this period? 
 

 
• Why and with what results were there 

so many changes to the Church and 
religious practice? 

  

• How serious a threat was posed to 
Tudor monarchs by opposition and 

rebellion? 
  

•                             ’  
relations with foreign powers changed? 

 

 
• How important was the role of key 

individuals and groups and how were they 

affected by developments? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



How will you be assessed? 

 

 

 

Component 1: Breadth Study
What's assessed
The study of significant historical developments over a period of 
around 100 years and associated
interpretations
Assessed
• 2 hours 30 minutes written exam
• three questions (one compulsory)
• 80 marks
• 40% of A-level
Questions
• Two sections
• Section A – one compulsory question linked to historical 
interpretations (30 marks)
• Section B – two from four essays (2 x 25 marks)

 



 

Reading and resources list  - 1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 

Key texts for classroom and individual study                     

• C Lee, Britain, 1483-1529, Nelson Thornes, 2008 

• R Carpenter, The Church in England and the Struggle for 

Supremacy, 1529-1547, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

• M Tillbrook, The Triumph of Elizabethan Britain 1547-

1603, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

• I Dawson, The Tudor Century, Nelson Thornes, 1993 

Useful books for students  

• D Murphy (ed), England 1485-1603, Collins, 1999 

• N Fellows, Disorder and Rebellion in Tudor England, Hodder, 2009 

• R Lockyer & D O’Sullivan, Tudor Britain 1485-1603, Longman, 1993 

• K Randall, Henry VIII and the Government of England, Hodder, 2001 

• K Randall, Henry VIII and the Reformation in England, Hodder, 2001 

• J Warren, Elizabeth I: Meeting the Challenge, Hodder, 2008 

Visual sources and websites 

• www.johnguy.co.uk 

• www.history.ac.uk 

• www.activehistory.co.uk 

• www.bbc.co.uk/history 

• www.tudorplace.com 

• The Six Wives of Henry VIII, Elizabeth DVDs – D 

Starkey 

• A History of Britain DVD – S Schama 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 



How did Henry Tudor become King? Read your information pages and 

complete your 6 box grid below 

When and where was 
Henry Tudor born? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

How was Henry Tudor 
descended from King 

Edward III? 

Why did no one ever expect 
Henry Tudor to become a 

king of England? 

In what circumstances did 

Henry find himself a 

contender for the throne in 

1483?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

List 5 facts about the Battle of 

Bosworth in August 1485 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Stretch and Challenge: When 

Henry became King in 1485 he 

was very isolated. What were 

the advantages of him not 

having many relatives or links 

with the nobility In England? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



How did Henry Tudor become King of England? - Unit 1C Knowledge checker 

 

1.            ’        ,                                                    
former English King 

A: King Edward III B: King Richard III C: King Henry VI  

2.            ’                                               …. 

 
A: He was not a good soldier 

 
B: His claim was descended 

from an extra marital 
relationship that his great, 
great grandfather John of 
Gaunt had. John of Gaunt 

was a son of Edward III 

C: It came from his mother’s 
side  

3. Henry Tudor also had links to royalty on his father’  side – His grandmother 
Catherine had been married to king Henry V. When Henry V died, she remarried a 
minor Welsh nobleman called Owen Tudor.          ,            ’             
uncle were the half-brothers of King Henry VI (The son of Catherine from her first 

marriage to King Henry V)  
True False 

4. When Henry was a teenager, he was sent to live in Brittany (A region of France) for 
his own safety because as one of the few Lancastrian claimants to throne it was 
feared the Yorkist King Edward IV would have imprisoned or killed. How long did 

he spend in exile?  
A: 3 years B: 14 Years C: 9 years 

5. In 1483 the Yorkist King Edward IV died, and his brother Richard seized the throne, 
placing the young sons of his dead brother into the tower of London. It is widely 
   p           … 

 
A: Richard III adopted them 
and named them his heirs to 
the throne 

 
B: They escaped and joined 
the army of Henry Tudor in 

an invasion of England 

C: They were killed on the 
orders of their Uncle Richard 
so he could become king – A 

mystery known as the Princes 
in the Tower 

6. Henry Tudor led an invasion of England in 1485 with the backing of the French 
King Charles VIII, his uncle Jasper Tudor and powerful English nobles like the Earl 
of Oxford. What was the exact date of the Battle of Bosworth which followed? 

A: 20 June 1485 B: 22 August 1485 C: 21 September 1485 

7. At the battle of Bosworth, two powerful noble brothers, Sir Thomas and William 
Stanley, were present with their armies of 4000 men. At first, they did not join in 
the battle and watched from the sides but finally they joined on the side of Henry 
Tudor helping him to victory. What was the relationship of Sir Thomas Stanley to 

Henry Tudor?  
A: He was Henry Tudors 
Stepfather. Margaret Beaufort 
had remarried to him. 

B: He was Henry Tudor’s cousin C: He had no relationship to 
Henry Tudor 



Independent Study: Below is an extract from a 1998 lecture on Henry Tudor by 

the historian C.S.L Davies. The lecture was titled    , ‘Making of Henry VII’  

and it examines his early years and upbringing.   

Task: Read the lecture and complete a 10-point mind map on the key events and people 

who shaped the young Henry Tudor 

 

 

 

 



Task: Read the lecture and complete a 10-point mind map on the key events and people 

who shaped the young Henry Tudor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What events and people shaped the 

future Henry VII? 



Independent Study:  What lessons would the new Henry VII learn from the Wars of the Roses 

 

 

 

 

Lessons for the future Henry VII to 

learn from the Wars of the Roses 

Supporting example or explanation 

 .    ’              ! S               

       ,                     ’  

closest advisors, family and advisors 

 

2. The monarchs position is insecure 
 

3. It is important that the Monarch 

has a strong personality and authority 

 

4. It is important to establish a strong 

claim to the throne and a line of 

succession 

 

5. The King must create a strong 

working relationship with his nobility 

and win their respect.  

 

6. Actions and decisions must be 

taken carefully, because the political 

situation is tense and unpredictable 

 

7.  Conflict in England can lead to 

other countries interfering too.  

 

 



Summer Transition Work: Henry VII  - A Level Knowledge board 

Key People 
Henry VII Became King by defeating Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth; married Elizabeth of York; four children 

Elizabeth of 
York 

Wife of Henry VII; by their marriage the two sides who had fought the Wars of the Roses were united 

Jasper Tudor The uncle of Henry VII, loyal supporter who joined him in exile and fought alongside him at Bosworth. His 
unswerving loyalty was repaid with the title of Duke of Bedford.  

Arthur Eldest son of Henry VII; married to Catherine of Aragon, died before he could become King 

Henry Youngest son of Henry VII; when his brother Arthur died, he married Catherine of Aragon to retain the 
marriage alliance with Spain 

Margaret Eldest daughter of Henry VII; married James IV of Scotland 

Mary Youngest daughter of Henry VII; married Louis XII of France 

Margaret 
Beaufort  

The mother of Henry VII, she gave birth to him at the age of 14. Her third husband was Thomas Stanley 
who became Henry’s stepfather. She enjoyed political influence throughout the reign of her son.  

Catherine of 
Aragon 

Daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain; married first Arthur and years after  his death, his brother, 
Henry 

Thomas, 
Lord Stanley  

Stanley was Henry VII’s stepfather, his intervention in the battle of Bosworth on the side of Henry proved 
crucial and he was rewarded with the title of Earl of Derby 

Sir William 
Stanley  

William Stanley was the brother of Thomas Stanley and Henry VII’s step uncle. He was rewarded with the 
key government post of Lord Chamberlain after the battle of Bosworth. It came as a deep shock to the 
king when Stanley was implicated in a plot against him in 1495 and he was executed. 

John Morton  Has survived the war of Roses by switching sides between the Lancastrians and Yorkists and served the 
Yorkist king Edward IV. However he resisted Richard III and gave support to Henry VII’s claim to the 
throne. Morton was rewarded with the post of Lord Chancellor and also in 1486 became the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. In 1493 the pope made him Cardinal. He was a trusted and highly effective servant of the 
crown especially when it came to managing finances and encouraging the nobility to offer ‘loans’ to the 
crown. 

Sir Reginald 
Bray 

Bray was a faithful servant of Henry VII and served as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. He 
managed this significant body of property and land that belonged to the king. He also led the Council 
Learned in Law. The historian Thomas Penn described him as the, ‘Kings chief executive’  
 

Sir Richard 
Empsom  

Empsom was a member of the Kings Council from 1494. He eventually chaired the Council Learned in 
Law. Closely identified with the increasing ruthlessness of Henry VII’s regime. Empsom was arrested 
after the death of Henry VII and executed by Henry VIII 

Edmund 
Dudley 

Dudley came to prominence after the death of Reginald Bray. He exploited financial opportunities for the 
King in his work for the Council learned in law. He had many enemies and was executed alongside Sir 
Richard Empsom in the reign of Henry VIII 

Key Rivals   

Richard III Defeated by Henry at the Battle of Bosworth and killed 

Earl of 
Warwick,  

Edward Plantagenet, seventeenth earl of Warwick, was the son of George, duke of Clarence and nephew 
of King Edward IV and Richard III. After the battle of Bosworth in 1485, Henry imprisoned the young earl 
because Warwick was ‘clearly seen as the main Yorkist rival to Henry VII’. The Earl was executed after 
being involved in an escape plot with Perkin Warbeck.  

John De La 
Pole 

John De La Pole had the title of Earl of Lincoln. He was the nephew of Edward 1V and Richard III and 
was the latters designated successor. He was regarded as the Yorkist leader and enjoyed a stronger 
claim to the throne then Henry VII. He died at the battle of Stoke in 1487 

Edmund De La 
Pole 

The rival house of York lived on through the De La Pole brothers. Edmund was the Earl of Suffolk and 
was the son of John de la Pole and Elizabeth Plantagenet (sister of Edward IV) and had a claim to the 
throne as a descendent of Edward III. Initially supported Henry VII but then conspired with Emperor 
Maximilian and fled to the Netherlands in 1502. He was however returned and then Imprisoned by Henry 
VII and later executed in Henry VIII's reign with no trial. 

Richard De La 
Pole  

Another younger brother of John De La Pole, he was nicknamed the ‘White Rose’ and went into exile. He 
was eventually killed in battle during the reign of Henry VIII while fighting on the side of the French in the 
battle of Pavia.  

Margaret 
Burgundy 

Sister of the Yorkist kings, Edward IV and Richard 111. She was the wife of Charles Duke of Burgundy.. 
Margaret did everything in her power to work against the Tudor King, including supporting pretenders to 
the English throne like Perkin Warbeck and others. 

Lambert 
Simnel  

A boy from Oxford who was tutored in courtly manners with the intention of impersonating the Earl of 
Warwick. He was eventually captured at the battle of Stoke; Simnel was spared by Henry VII, who gave 
him a job in the royal kitchens.  

Perkin 
Warbeck 

Perkin first appeared as a threat to Henry VII in Ireland in 1491. He claimed he was Richard Duke of 
York, the youngest son of Edward IV. Moved around the royal courts of Europe. He was even married off 
to the cousin of the King of Scotland. He also became involved in the Cornish Rebellion. He was 
eventually executed in 1499 after an escape plot was discovered between Perkin and the imprisoned Earl 
of Warwick.  

  



Key Events 
 

1485 Battle of Bosworth; Henry Tudor defeated Richard III; this ended the Wars of the Roses; 
Henry Tudor was crowned King Henry VII 

Oct & 
Nov1485 

Coronation and then in November 1485 Parliament was called for the first time 

Jan 
1486 

Marriage to Elizabeth of York 

Sept 
1486 

Birth of Prince Arthur 

1486 Lovell rebellion, by supporters of the house of York – Led by Viscount Francis Lovell 
and Thomas Stafford. They emerged from Sanctuary to raise troops against the king 
but the rebellion quickly collapsed.  

1487 Battle of Stoke in which the John De La Pole died fighting alongside Lambert Simnel 
against King Henry VII 

1489 Henry intervened in Brittany to help them remain independent against the French. He 
signed the Treaty of Medina Del Campo with the French 

1489 Yorkshire Rebellion – Caused by Henry VII’s attempt to raise money for his Brittany 
campaign. The Earl of Northumberland was murdered during this rebellion 

1492 The Treaty of Etaples is signed bringing a resolution to the Breton Crisis. In defence of 
Brittany, Henry had raised an army of 12’000. However no battles took place and 
instead the French signed the treaty which gave Henry VII payment for his troops and 
an agreement not to support any of his enemies 

1493-
1496 

Trade difficulties with Burgundy in the form of an embargo. In 1496 this was resolved 
with the Magnus Intercus 

1497 Scottish invasion of the North of England which Perkin Warbeck was part of. The 
invasion was halted with the Treaty of Ayton which married the King of Scotland to 
Henry’s daughter Margaret 

1497 Cornish Rebellion – A second tax rebellion caused by his attempts to raise money to 
defend the North against the Scottish invasion to support Perkin Warbeck 

1500 Death of Prince Edmund 

1501 Marriage of Prince Arthur to Catherine of Aragon 

1502 Death of Prince Arthur 

1503 Death of Elizabeth of York the wife of Henry VII 

1509 Henry VII died and his son became Henry VIII 

Key Terms 
Wars of the 
Roses 

Civil war which lasted for 32 years between rival claimants to the throne: the 
Yorkists and the Lancastrians 

Morton’s Fork Tactic used by Archbishop Morton as Henry’s Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
When he visited nobles, if the nobles spent a lot of money on the food and 
entertainment, Morton would say they must be able to pay more taxes to the 
King; if the noble spent only a little money on food and entertainment, Morton 
would say they must have saved a lot and so could pay Henry more taxes 

Ordinary and 
Extraordinary 
income 

 
Terms used to define the different sources on income.  

Crown lands Henry inherited all the crown lands held by the houses of York and Lancaster. 
These were further increased by attainders (51 in one Parliament alone) In 
1486 Henry used the Act of Resumption to reclaim all crown lands that had 
been granted away since the war of the Roses but he did not always act on his 
claims. The potential threat to a noble family was another means of control 

Bonds and 
recognisances 

Payments made as a guarantee of good behaviour and demanded from those 
whose loyalty was suspect. For example, the Earl of Westmorland has to pay 
£10’000 after the battle of Bosworth. It was an effective way of maintaining 
control.  

Feudal dues 
 
 
 

The king was entitled to gifts for special occasions, such as when one of his 
daughters was married. Gifts were paid by leading nobles and Parliament. 
Henry exploited this source of income, for example in 1504 he received 
£30’000 for the knighthood of his late son Arthur (who had died in 1502) 



Summer Transition Work: Using the Knowledge organiser and the 

information on this website 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/henry-vii-king-tudors-who-

profile-life-facts-children-wife/ 

Answer the knowledge checker questions below: 

 

1) Write out a list of 5 key actions Henry VII took to establish his rule after 

the battle of Bosworth in August 1485 

2) What is meant by the term Patronage?  

3) How was Jasper Tudor rewarded after the victory at Bosworth?  

4) When did the coronation of Henry VII take place? 

5) What was the purpose of Henry VII calling a parliament on 7 November 

1485? 

6) Why did Henry date his reign the 21stAugust 1485? 

7) What was an Act of Attainder? 

8)  When did Henry marry Elizabeth of York and why was this a shrewd 

political move? 

 

 

 


