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How to use this booklet: 

Each section of this booklet contains:

• Topic overview sheet

• What you need to know

• Key Terms

• Key Thinkers

• Links to Resources 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Completed to help ensure notes are full.

• Notes Prioritisation and Check

• Key questions to use to check your notes are complete and to 

prioritise your knowledge. 

• Quick Question Quiz

• 10 questions to check your understanding

• Consolidation Activity

• To bring together your learning and ensure your understanding. 

When completing the booklet you will need 3 different colours. 

❑ Completed without any notes

❑ Completed with notes

❑ Asked for help from Teacher

You must complete the Notes and Quick Question task. The 

Consolidation activity is there as an extension. 

This will help you to see where there are gaps in your knowledge and areas that 

you need to focus on for your study. 
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ISB is up to date and complete well.

ISB is mostly complete which a few tasks to check

ISB is generally complete with some tasks incomplete 

A number of tasks are incomplete or not started 

Far too much is incomplete or not started. 

Checks

Section Complete

Check this task 

Task Incomplete –

Please finish 

Task not started – Please 

complete 
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WEBSITES

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ Key terminology in sociology.

❑ What the study of sociology entails.

❑ The social groups sociologists are interested in. 

❑ Outline the main sociological perspectives and thinkers.

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend 

Book 1: 5 - 12

• Browne Book 1: 3 – 22

• Browne Book 2: 367- 370

• Hodder Book 1: 2 - 7

VIDEO CLIPS

Crash course 
Sociology

1-2-1 
Tutoring

Scott Muller

Revise Sociology 

What is Sociology?

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Sociology

• Social Sciences

• Social Issues

• Norms

• Values

• Socialisation

• Class

• Age

• Ethnicity

• Gender

• Disability

• Sexuality

• Sociological Imagination

• Functionalism

• Marxism

• Feminisms

• Interactionism

• Postmodernism

KEY THINKERS

• Comte

• Durkheim

• Marx

• Weber

• Oakley

• Firestone

Sociology Support 
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NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 

you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

What is Sociology? History of sociology Sociological Interests 

Define the following terms: 

• Social Sciences 

• Sociology 

• Society

• Social Institutions

• Social Structures 

• Norms 

• Values 

• Sociological 

Imagination 

Who is Augustus Comte and 

why is he important to 

sociology?

What is a social problem – give 

examples?

What changes in society led to 

the development of sociology?

What is a sociological problem –

give examples?

How did Sociology develop as 

an academic discipline? 

Why are sociologists interested 

in these topics? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 

level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!
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Define and give an 
example of a social norm.

Who is August Comte?

What are the conflict 
perspectives?

What is meant by the term 
sociological perspective? 

What is meant by 
socialisation?

What does CADGES stand 
for?

Define the term sociology.

What are the four main 
types of feminism?

Define and give an 
example of a social value.

Define and give an 
example of a social 

institution. 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 

10A Level Sociology 2021

Independent Study Task 1



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The key principals of functionalism

❑ The key thinkers associated with functionalism.

❑ The internal and external evaluation of functionalism

Functionalism 

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Organic Analogy

• Structural Approach

• Consensus

• Social Order

• Socialisation

• Social Control

• Value Consensus

• Functions

• Manifest Function

• Latent Function

• Goal Attainment

• Adaption

• Integration

• Latency

• Social Change

• Status Quo

• Shared Culture 

KEY THINKERS

• Durkheim

• Merton

• Parsons

WEBSITES

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend 

Book 2: 203 - 206

• Browne Book 2: 307 - 375 

• Collins Book 2: 111 - 113

• Hodder Book 2: 9 – 12

VIDEO CLIPS

Tutor2U Esher 
Sociology

The Teacher 
Sociology

Hectic Teacher’s 
Sociology Site

Tutor2U

Revise Sociology CliffNotes
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NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 

you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Durkheim Parsons Evaluation 

What is meant by a 

consensus structural 

approach? 

How does society mirror the 

human body?

What are Merton’s three 

criticisms of Parsons? 

How does society shape the 

individual according to 

Durkheim? 

What are the logical criticisms 

of functionalism? 

What are the four basic 

needs of society? 

What is meant by Anomie?

How might conflict/critical 

theorists criticise 

functionalism? 

What are the ways that 

society maintains the value 

consensus and social order?What are  social facts? 

How would action theories 

and postmodernism criticise 

functionalism?

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 

level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The key principals of Marxism & Neo-Marxism

❑ The key thinkers associated with Marxism & Neo-Marxism

❑ The internal and external evaluation of Marxism & Neo-Marxism

Marxism &  Neo Marxism 

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Superstructure

• Historical Materialism

• Social Class

• Economic Base

• Capitalism

• Class Consciousness 

• Alienation

• Revolution 

• Communism

• Exploitation 

• Oppression

• Economic Determinism

• Ideology

• Reductionism 

• Means of Production

• Relations of Production

• Humanistic Neo-Marxism

• Structural Neo-Marxism

• Hegemonic

• Counter-Hegemony

• Coercion

• Consent

• Economic determinism

• Duel Consciousness

KEY THINKERS

• Althusser

• Gramsci

• Marx

• Engels 

WEBSITES

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend 

Book 2: 209 - 214

• Browne Book 2: 375 - 382

• Collins Book 2: 114 - 117

• Hodder Book 2: 12 - 15

VIDEO CLIPS

Tutor2U Esher 
Sociology

Audiopedia

Hectic Teacher’s 
Sociology Site

Revise Sociology: 
Marxism

Tutor2U Sociology: 
Marxism

Revise Sociology: Neo 
Marxism 

Tutor2U Sociology: Neo 
Marxism
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NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 

you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Overview Marxism Neo Marxism

What is meant by a structural 

conflict theory? 

What is the superstructure? 

How does Humanistic Neo 

Marxism differ from Traditional 

Marxism? 

According to Gramcsi how does 

the ruling class maintain their 

dominance? 
What are the two elements of 

the economic base and what 
do they mean?

What are the 5 stages of 

society according to Marx?

Why is ruling class hegemony 

never complete? 
How do the ruling class maintain 

their power in capitalist society?

What are the criticisms of 

hegemonic Neo-Marxism? 

What are the features of a 

capitalist society? 

What does Marx mean by a 

False Class consciousness? 
How does structural Neo 

Marxism differ from traditional 

Marxism? 

What is needed to create a truly 

equal society? What does Althusser mean by 

Structural Determinism? 

What are the features of 

Communist society? What are the criticisms of 

Marxism? 
What are the criticisms of 

Structural  Neo-Marxism? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 

level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!
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What is meant by the term 
alienation?

What are the three 
successive forms of 

society?

Identify 2 criticisms of 
Marxism

What is meant by false 
consciousness?

What is historical 
materialism?

What is the superstructure?

In what two ways does 
Marxism differ from 

Functionalism? 

What is the economic 
base?

Which two countries can 
be used as examples of 

having Marxist revolutions?

What terms does Marx use 
for the Ruling Class?

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 
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What does Gramcsi mean 
by hegemony?

What are the three levels 
of determinism?

Identify 2 ways in which 
neo Marxism differs from 

traditional Marxism.

What are the two types of 
state apparatus according 

to Althusser?

Give two criticisms of 
structural neo-Marxism.

What are organic 
intellectuals? 

According to humanistic 
neo-Marxism what is 

required for socialism to 
occur?

What is meant by duel 
consciousness?

Give two criticisms of 
humanistic neo-Marxism.

Outline one of the ways that 
the ruling class dominance is 

maintain according to 
humanistic neo-Marxism.

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 

19A Level Sociology 2021
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CONSOLIDATION TASK

For each of the statements, determine if you agree or not with it (it is a forced choice) and 

explain why.

Statement 
Agree / 

Disagree
Why 

Capitalism is the root cause 

of social problems.

Equality is only possible 

through revolution

The working class are 

ignorant of their 

exploitation.

Neo-Marxism improves on 

traditional Marxist theory.

Marxism is too simplistic to 

be useful. 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The key principals feminism in general

❑ Outline the key principals of the main forms of feminism;

❑ Liberal, Radical, Marxist and Intersectional

❑ The internal and external evaluation of the different types of feminism

FEMINISMS

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Feminisms

• Radical

• Liberal

• Marxist

• Intersectional

• Malestream

• Patriarchy

• Dual Burden

• Triple Shift

• Oppression

• Sex

• Gender

• Political Lesbianism

• Seperatism

• Conciousness-Raising

• Duel Systems

KEY THINKERS

• Althusser

• Gramsci

• Marx

• Engels 

WEBSITES

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend 

Book 2: 217 - 222

• Browne Book 2: 389 - 395

• Collins Book 2: 123 - 133

• Hodder Book 2: 16 - 18

VIDEO CLIPS

Tutor2U Esher 
Sociology

Audiopedia

Hectic Teacher’s 
Sociology Site 

Revise Sociology Tutor2U

21A Level Sociology 2021
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NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 

you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Overview Types of Feminism Evaluation 

What do feminists mean by 

the following terms: 

• Patriarchy

• Malestream Sociology

How do Liberal feminists believe 

patriarchy and gender 

inequality should be over come? 

What are the criticisms of the 

liberal feminist view of patriarchy 

and society today? 

What are the three requirements 

that need to be met in order for 

patriarchy to be overcome 

according to Radical Feminists? 

What ways are the radical 

feminists criticised for their 

views? 
When were the three waves 

of Feminism and what were 

their foci for equality? 

According to the Marxists 

feminists what is the cause of 

patriarchy and how should it be 

overcome? 

What ways are the Marxists 

feminist criticised for their views? 

What are the general 

features of feminist ideology? Which two feminist theories are 

combined to form Duel systems 

feminism and how does this see 

oppression form being 

overcome? 

What are the criticisms of duel 

systems feminism as a theory? 

What are the 6 structures of 

patriarchy according to 

Walby? 

What are the beliefs of 

intersectional feminism and how 

do they believe that patriarchy 

can be overcome? 

Why are intersectional feminists 

criticised for being too small in 

their thinking? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 

level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!
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What is meant by 
malestream sociology?

What is the difference 
between sex and gender?

What is meant by the term 
patriarchy? 

What is political 
lesbianism?

Which form of feminism 
suggests education and 

legal reforms are 
necessary for equality? 

What is intersectional 
feminism also known as?

Which two concepts do 
duel systems feminists see 
as interconnected in the 
oppression of women? 

According to radical 
feminists how will equality 

be achieved? 

Name 3 ways in which the 
oppression of women aids 

capitalism.

Give two criticisms of 
feminist views of society. 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 
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CONSOLIDATION: 

Read through the extract and answer the questions that follow. 

Reclaiming the F Word  (2010)

Source: Haralambous and Holborn (2013)

In their book “Reclaiming the F Word” Catherine Redfern and Kirsten Aune (2010) Argue that while there has been 

some progress on the demands of the Second wave feminists from the 1970’s, there is still much for the third wave to 

feminist to achieve before women are fully liberated. They suggest seven areas in which contemporary feminists 

need to campaign for improvements. 

1. Liberated Bodies

In the poorer global South, over 500,00 women die each 

year in pregnancy and childbirth. The lack of health 

care provision in some places means that women are 

suffering from rising HIV. Furthermore, there is a very 

strong pressure on women to conform to beauty ideals 

promoted in the media.

5. Politics and Religion transformed.

Women are underrepresented in parliaments and in 

senior political positions in nearly all countries. As of 

October 2019, the global participation rate of women in 

national-level parliaments is 24.5%. In 2013,women 

accounted for 8% of all national leaders and 2% of all 

presidential posts. Redfern and Aune also highlight the 

lack of power women have in many religions. 

2. Sexual Freedom and Choice

Cultural practices and inequalities in power continue to 

limit women's sexual freedom. Furthermore, sexual 

double standards in which female promiscuity is 

condemned much more than male promiscuity 

continue. They also believe that there continues to be 

significant discrimination against LGBTQ+ people. 

6. Popular culture free from sexism

Redfern and Aune identify many way in which popular 

culture can be seen as sexist: they report that in 2008, of 

the 64 band members in the indie chart top 30 only four 

were women. They discuss “the highlight sexist content 

of song lyrics” citing Robin Thicke’s blurred lines as and 

extreme example of misogyny and sexualisation. 

3. An end to violence against women

Redfern and Aune provide ample evidence that 

violence against women continues to be 

commonplace. In the UK, Home Office estimates 

suggest that 21% of girls experience some form of sexual 

abuse as children, while 23% of adult women are 

sexually assaulted in their lifetime. About one in 20 

women, according to the Home Office figures, are likely 

to be raped in he UK during their lives. 

7. Feminism reclaimed (Redfern and Aune, 2010) 

Redfern and Aune finally demand that feminism is 

reclaimed. They argue that using the “F-Word” 

(feminism) should no longer be taboo and any negative 

connotations it has taken on for young women should 

be challenged and rejected. 

4. Equality at work and at home

While there have been gains for women in the 

workplace, women are still significantly disadvantaged 

both in the UK and elsewhere. They argue that women 

still experience a glass ceiling, finding it hard to be 

promoted to the top positions in any sphere. As 

evidence, they quote an example showing that only 

about one in 11 of the directors of the UK’s top 

companies are women. There are also still significant 

differences in the amounts of unpaid housework and 

caring done by men and women. 

QUESTIONS 
1. Which of the different types of feminism 

would be most closely aligned with each 

of Redfern and Aune’s demands? Explain 

your answer.

2. Rank each of the demands in order of 

what you think is the most important / 

urgent to the least important / urgent and 

explain your reasoning. 

3. Redfern and Aune’s study was published in 

2010, to what extent do you think the issues 

they have raised are still relevant today? 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The key principals Social Action Theory, Symbolic Interactionism, Phenomenology 

and Ethnomethodology

❑ The key thinkers associated with Social Action Theory, Symbolic Interactionism, 

Phenomenology and Ethnomethodology

❑ The internal and external evaluation of Social Action Theory, Symbolic 

Interactionism, Phenomenology and Ethnomethodology

INTERACTIONISM / SOCIAL ACTION THEORIES

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Instrumental Action

• Value Rational Action

• Traditional Action

• Affectual Action

• Subjectivity

• Cause 

• Meaning

• Micro approach

• Interaction

• Protestant Ethic

• Individualistic

• Verstehen

• Symbols

• Instinct

• Roles

• Labelling Theory

• Looking Glass Self

• Dramaturgical

• Impression Management

• Front Stage & Back Stage

• Role Distance

• Phenomenon

• Meaning

• Typification

• Common Sense

• Indexicality

• Reflexivity

• Intersubjective

KEY THINKERS

• Mead
• Blumer

• Thomas

• Cooley

• Lemert

• Goffman

• Reynolds

• Weber 

• Husserl
• Schutz

• Berger & 

Luckmann

• Garfinkle

• Parsons

• Craib

WEBSITES

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend 

Book 2: 217 - 222

• Browne Book 2: 389 - 395

• Collins Book 2: 123 - 133

• Hodder Book 2: 16 - 18

VIDEO CLIPS

Tutor2U Esher 
Sociology –

Pt1

Esher 
Sociology –

Pt2

Stephen Joel

Hectic 
Teacher’s 
Sociology 

Site 

Revise 
Sociology

Tutor2U History 
Learning Site
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NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 

you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 

level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!

Social Action Theory Symbolic Interactionism
Phenomenology & 

Ethnomethodology 

What are the five features of 

social action theories? 

What is the difference 

between a symbol and 

instinct? 

How does Husserl suggest 

people make sense of the 

world around them? 

What are the three features 

of Symbolic Interactionism 

according to Blumer? 

How did Schultz develop 

Husserl’s explanation? 

What is meant by Verstehen? 

What does GH Mead mean 

by taking on the role of 

others? 

What is meant by a 

Typifications and the life 

world? 

What are the two levels of 

sociological explanation and 

how does this differ from 

structural approaches? 

What is labelling theory 

according to WI Thomas and 

how does this impact 

behaviour? 

What is ethnomethodology? 

What does Cooley mean by 

the looking glass self? 

How is social order created 

and maintained according 

to Garfinkle and what is 

indexicality and reflexicality? 

What are the four types of 

action which provide the  

meanings behind social 

behaviour? 

What are the three parts of 

Goffman’s Dramaturgical 

model? 

Outline the breaching 

experiments carried out by 

Garfinkle and their findings? 

What are the criticisms of 

Social Action Theory? 
What are the criticisms of 

symbolic Interactionism?  

What are the criticisms of 

phenomenology and 

Ethnomethodology? 
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Which sociologist is 
associated with the social 

action theory?

What is meant by the term 
Verstehen?

What are the 4 
Interactionist theories?

What are the 4 types of 
action identified by 

Weber? 

According to Mead, what 
is a symbol?

What are the two key 
concepts of 

dramaturgology?

Where does our concept 
of self come from 

according to Cooley? 

What is meant by the term 
typifications?

What type of experiment 
did Garfinkle use to test for 

Indexicality?

What type of research 
methods would social 
action theorists utilise? 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 

31A Level Sociology 2021

Independent Study Task 4



CONSOLIDATION TASK

Complete the Summary clock for Roles and Processes, Subcultures and Pupil Identities. 

You choose the section labels and fill in the appropriate information.  

32A Level Sociology 2021
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The key principals Modernity, Late Modernity and Postmodernism

❑ The key thinkers associated with Modernity, Late Modernity and Postmodernism

❑ The evaluation of Modernity, Late Modernity and Postmodernism

POSTMODERNISM 

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Modernity 

• Postmodernism

• Globalisation

• Late-Modernity

• Meta- Narratives

• Flexible Accumulation

• Hyper-Reality

• Risk

• Enlightenment Project

• Ascribed Status

• Simulacra

• Reflexivity

• Individualism 

• Disembedding

KEY THINKERS

• Lash & Urry

• Beck

• Ohmae

• Foucault

• Lyotard

• Baudrillard

• Philo & Miller

WEBSITES

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend 

Book 2: 235 - 240

• Browne Book 2: 396 – 403

• Collins Book 2: 134 - 142

• Hodder Book 2: 21 - 24

VIDEO CLIPS

Hectic Teacher’s 
Sociology Site

Revise Sociology Tutor2U

Tutor2U: Modernity Tutor2U: Postmodernity

Esher Sociology Stephen Joel 33A Level Sociology 2021
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NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 

you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Modernity Late Modernity Post Modernity 

What are the four 

characteristics of Modern 

Society? 

What are the two features of 

Late modern society according 

to Giddens? 

What are the characteristics of 

a Postmodern society? 

What does Baudrillard mean by 

hyper reality and Simulacra?  
In what ways has modernity 

continued in late modern 

society? And what has 

changed? 

Why do sociologists not contest 

the view we are in a modern 

society? 

What does Lyotard mean by 

language games? 

What does Beck Mean by living 

in a Risk society and people 

becoming risk conscious? 

What is meant by the 

breakdown of metanarratives 
and holding a relativist position? 

What is globalisation and the 

four changes in society linked to 

it? 
What are the arguments for and  

against society having moved 

to Late modern stage? 
What are the arguments for and  

against society having moved 

to a postmodern state? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 

level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!
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What is meant by 
Simulacra?

Name three Postmodernist 
thinkers.

What are the 4 interrelated 
changes that have 
occurred to create 
globalised world?

What are the four 
elements of a modern 

state?

What is meant by hyper-
reality?

How does Philo and Miller 
criticise postmodernism? 

What does Beck mean by 
Risk society?

According to Giddens 
what are the two features 

of modernity?

What is meant by risk 
consciousness? 

How does Hirst criticise 
theories of late modernity? 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 
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CONSOLIDATION TASK

Colour in the opinion web to show how far you agree with each of statements. Start in the 

middle and work outwards. The more of the web you colour in the more you agree. 

Remember to explain your points. 

Social Structures don’t have as much 

power as they used to.

We live in a pick and mix culture 

characterised by diversity and 

choice.
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