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A LEVEL English Language and 
Literature Curriculum Roadmap

Resilience Kindness Respect Curiosity Collaboration Endeavour

The 5 Language Levels
Lexis and Semantics, 
Grammar, Phonology, 
Discourse and Graphology

Introduction to Language 

and Literature: Methods of 
Language Analysis

AO1, 2

Paper 1: Poetic Voices

Paper 2: Writing About 
Society

Paper 1: Imagined Worlds

NEA: Making Connections

Paper 2: Dramatic 
Encounters

Paper 1: Remembered 
Places

Paper 1: Revision

Paper 2: Revision
External Exams

AO1, 2

AO2, 4, 5AO1, 2, 3

AO1, 2, 3, 4
AO1, 3, 4

AO1, 2, 3

AO1, 2, 3, 4

AO1, 2, 3, 
4, 5

Carol Ann Duffy
Nature and function on 
poetic voice.
Presentation of time, place, 
people, relationships and 
events

The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini
Creative Recast
Critical Commentary

The Handmaid’s Tale by 
Margaret Atwood
The construction of 
imagined worlds.
Presentation of point of 
view, narrative structure, 
time, place, 
characterisation

A Independent Critical 
Investigation
Comparison of Literary and 
Non-Literary self-selected 
material

Non-Fiction Paris 
Anthology
Comparing the 
presentation of places, 
societies, people and 
events, exploring 
conventions of form and 
genre

A Streetcar Named Desire 
by Tennessee Williams
The ways in which conflict 
is presented through 
features of speech, 
linguistics and literature
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Paper 1: An Introduction to 
Love Across Time

Paper 1: Pre 1900 Love 
Poetry

Paper 2: Post 1945 Drama 
Text

Paper 1: Shakespeare Play

NEA: Texts Across Time

Paper 2: Post 1945 Prose 
TextPaper 1: Unseen Poetry

Paper 1: Revision

Paper 2: Revision External Exams

Paper 1: Prose Text

Paper 2: Post 1945 Poetry 
Collection

Paper 2: Unseen Post 1945 
Prose

Paper 2: An Introduction to 
Modern Times

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5
AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5
AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Overview
Characteristics of key literary 
and contextual periods
Introduction to literary 
criticism
Representations of love

AQA Anthology of 
Love Poetry 
through the Ages
To be compared 
with prose text (The 
Great Gatsby)

A Streetcar Named Desire by 
Tennessee Williams
To be compared with poetry 
collection (The Feminine 
Gospels)

The Great Gatsby by F. 
Scott Fitzgerald
To be compared with 
the Pre-1900 poetry

The Feminine 
Gospels by Carol 
Ann Duffy
To be compared 
with drama text 
(A Streetcar 
Named Desire)

An Independent Critical 
Study
Comparison of literary texts 
on a chosen theme (at least 
one pre- 1900)

Othello
Representations of love in 
tragedy

The Handmaid’s Tale by 
Margaret Atwood
To explore aspects of Modern 
Times and issues that have 
helped shape the late 20th and 
21st centuries 

Analysis of unseen 
prose extract on a 
given focus

Comparison of two unseen 
poems, on representations of 
love
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Paper 1: An Introduction to 
Love Across Time

Paper 1: Pre 1900 Love 
Poetry

Paper 2: Post 1945 Drama 
Text

Paper 1: Shakespeare Play
NEA: Texts Across Time

Paper 2: Post 1945 Prose 
Text

Paper 1: Unseen Poetry

Paper 1: Revision

Paper 2: Revision External Exams

Paper 1: Prose Text

Paper 2: Post 1945 Poetry 
Collection

Paper 2: Unseen Post 1945 
Prose

Paper 2: An Introduction to 
Modern Times

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5
AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Overview
Characteristics of key literary 
and contextual periods
Introduction to literary 
criticism
Representations of love

AQA Anthology of 
Love Poetry 
through the Ages
To be compared 
with prose text 
(The Great Gatsby)

A Streetcar Named Desire by 
Tennessee Williams
To be compared with poetry 
collection (The Feminine 
Gospels)

The Great Gatsby by F. 
Scott Fitzgerald
To be compared with 
the Pre-1900 poetry

The Feminine 
Gospels by Carol 
Ann Duffy
To be compared 
with drama text 
(A Streetcar 
Named Desire)

An Independent Critical 
Study
Comparison of literary texts 
on a chosen theme (at least 
one pre- 1900)

Othello
Representations of love in 
tragedy

The Handmaid’s Tale by 
Margaret Atwood
To explore aspects of Modern 
Times and issues that have 
helped shape the late 20th and 
21st centuries 

Analysis of unseen 
prose extract on a 
given focus

Comparison of two unseen 
poems, on representations of 
love


